The document is created by Shawn Mosch as a reference for Cricut owners. This will help guide you
through the tools and functions of Cricut Design Space for the desktop version. You will find
descriptions of the different buttons and tools within Cricut Design Space, as well as links to videos and
project examples to help you learn to use various functions.

Please visit follow Shawn on Social Media
Teach Me Cricut Design Space Facebook group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/822646061435132/
Shawn’s Website - ShawnMosch.com
YouTube channel - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgdMsi7IV8GDn6WcZ8vDq5g
Instagram -https://www.instagram.com/shawnmosch71/
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Welcome to Teach Me Cricut Design Space!
Let’s get started with a tour of the canvas which is the workings space for your projects in Cricut Design
Space.
I will show you a lot of screen shots in this document, as well as providing links to videos you can watch.
This way you can learn at your own pace and have a quick and easy reference just to the videos you
need for each function or tool.
This is what a blank canvas will look like.

There are tools around the outside of this canvas that we will go over in the following pages. Once you
learn how to use these tools and functions you will be able to create amazing projects with your Cricut.
To zoom in and out on your canvas you can use the plus and minus buttons that I circled in the image
above. I will use circles like this throughout this document to help you located the buttons I am talking
about.
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Let’s start by reviewing the buttons on the far left of the screen.

New - When you want to start a brand new project, this will take you to a new blank
canvas screen. If you click New while you are already working on a project, it will ask you
if you want to save your current project.
Template - When you want to use a template as a guide for creating a project, you will
find them here. There are templates for clothing, bags, banners and more. The
templates are just guides, and not something that will actually be cut with the Cricut.
Projects - When you want to make a project from the Cricut library, or when you want
to go to one of your other projects that you already have saved, this is your shortcut
More details on this in the following pages of this document.
Images – This will take you to the images you can use to create projects in Cricut Design
Space. More details on this in the following pages of this document.
Text - When you want to add text to your project, just click on this and you can choose
from fonts that are just for writing, single layer cutting fonts or multi layered cutting
fonts. More details on this in the following pages of this document.
Shapes - Most of your basic shapes are here, including a square, circle, triangle and even
a score line. More details on this in the following pages of this document.
Upload - When you want to add an image you are uploading for the first time to Design
Space. Once you have uploaded it, you will be able to use it again and again by going to
the images button and filtering just to uploaded images. You will also use this button to
bring in SVG files that you have found for free or purchased online. More details on this
in the following pages of this document.

The next few pages will go into further detail on some of these buttons, because they need more than a
two sentence description. I will also include some links to short videos to show you these details.
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More details on the Projects button
The Projects button has a lot of great ways to find projects for inspiration or to make.

If you find a project you like, you can click on the star in the lower right corner to add it to your
Favorites. This is kind of link pinning a project on Pinterest.
In the upper right corner, you can use the search bar to search for specific projects, for example if you
wanted to find all flower projects you could type flower in the search bar.
There is also a pull down to the left of the search bar that you can use to filter to My Projects to see just
projects you have made/designed and saved. You can filter to My Favorites which would show any
projects you have clicked on the star to favorite them. You can search for projects by category or
grouping, for example you can search for all of the sewing projects this way.
This video will give you an overview of the Projects button https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kaIPwta7Nc0
You can also group your projects into Collections. This can help you to organize your projects and make
it easier to find projects you have created.

More details on the Images button
Long before Cricut Design Space, if you wanted to cut an image with your Cricut you had to purchase a
cartridge that included the image you wanted to cut. These cartridges inserted into the actual Cricut
machine and that allowed you access to the images.
Now you can search for images in Cricut Design Space and either purchase them one at a time, or in a
grouping of similar images by cartridge. There are thousands of images available for you in Design
Space. You can also purchase a membership that allows you to use all of the images in Cricut Access.
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This video will give you an overview of the Images button https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LrHjIbMx5QI
More details on the Text button
You can add text to your projects with the Text button.
This video will give you an overview of the Text button - https://youtu.be/V1MalSeuQks
Some very important things to think about before entering your text is are you cutting this text (with
cardstock or vinyl) or will you be writing this text with a Cricut pen. There are different styles of fonts
used for cutting and for writing.

If you want to use your Cricut pen in your machine to write the words (on to cardstock for example) you
would want to be sure to use a writing font with your text. A writing font is typically thinner and looks
like something that could be created with hand printing or hand writing if you had really good
penmanship.
If you want your Cricut to cut the shape of a letter, out of cardstock or vinyl for example, you would
want to choose a cutting font.
When you put text on to the canvas in Cricut Design Space, if you click on that text it will open up some
additional functions you can use in the upper panel. One of these features is the filter. You can choose
to filter by your fonts, so you will only see fonts you own, multi layered fonts, single layered fonts or
writing fonts. In the image below I have writing fonts selected in the filter so that I am only seeing those
fonts to choose from.
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If you know that your end project is going to have the Cricut writing with a pen, I would strongly suggest
you set this filter so that you are only looking at writing fonts when working your design. Nothing is
more frustrating than finding the perfect font and then discovering it is a cutting font when you want to
have the words written with the pen.
You can choose to filter by your fonts, so you will only see fonts you own. You can also filter to single
layer cuts or multi layer cuts. Both of these are cutting font, but the multi layer fonts will usually include
a shadow or offset to go with the basic font so you can add more depth and interest to you design.

The multi layered font that I selected for this example has a perfect offset around each letter. This is a
great type of font to use with you want to layer two colors over each other for your font.
If you forget if you are using a writing font or a cutting font, you can click on the text and look at the
layers panel on the right side of the screen. If it is a cutting font, it will say Cut in the layers panel. If it is
a writing font, it will say Draw.

After this, you can play with letter spacing and alignment, or even curve the text, using some of the
other functions in the top panel.
Here is a video about the differences between a Writing Font and a Cutting Font
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kliGMZO0hVM
You can adjust the size of the text, the letter spacing and even curve the text.
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This video will give you an overview of the Text button - https://youtu.be/V1MalSeuQks
More details on the Shapes button
You can add basic shapes to your project, including score lines, with the
shape button. To the left you will see images of the shapes you can
choose from. You can then stretch and rotate these shapes to create
other shapes, for example you can change the overall dimensions of a
square to create a rectagle.

This video will give you an overview of the Shapes button https://youtu.be/pZ6n_yDA5KE

More details on the Upload button
Upload allows you to bring in images you have saved on your computer to Cricut Design Space. You
would also use this to upload a SVG file you have purchased.
I like to use a coloring book style image when I upload the image, since those typically just have the
black outline and then you just have to remove the white areas with the magic wand tool in Cricut
Design Space™. If you have a more complex image, cleaning up and removing the various colors will
work but it could take more time. It might be worth your time to try and find the same image without
all of the colors already in it.
Here is a tutorial with a video that will show you how to upload an image you have saved on your
computer into Cricut Design Space. When you save your image, you will have to choose if you want to
save it as a print then cut image or just a cutting image.
https://www.shawnmosch.com/cleaning-up-image-in-cricut-design-space/
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For this next section we are going to talk about the different
buttons located in the upper right corner of the Design Space
screen.

My Projects – This will show you the projects you have saved to Cricut Design Space. This is a nice quick
way to go back to a project you have used before. You can also use the Projects button on the left hand
side of your canvas that I showed earlier in this document, and then filter to My Projects. You can also
organize your projects into Collections.
Save – Click on this to save a project. There is also a Save As choice here. If you have a project that you
have already done, but you need to change one thing in it but also want to keep the original file intact
you can use the Save As to make a copy of the original file.
Make it – This is the button you will click when you are ready to send your project to the Cricut to cut.

The next few functions are grayed out in the image on this page because I took the screen shot from a
blank canvas. These functions will turn on automatically in Design Space when you have images on your
canvas that you can use these for.

Group – Group is very helpful when you are working on a project and you have all of the images and
lettering all spaced out exactly how you want it to look visually, but then you realize you want the whole
project a different size. You don’t want to resize every element within the design . . . you want to resize
them all together at the same time. Select the elements in your design that you want to group together
and click the Group button.
Tip: To select multiple elements, hold down the shift key on your keyboard while selecting
images.
Here is a video that will show you how to use the Group button - https://youtu.be/tqwRQohlCTo

UnGroup – If you bring an image in to Design Space that already has a lot of layers, and you want to
separate those layers, use the Ungroup button. You can edit the layers without ungrouping. We will
cover that later. You can also use this to UnGroup items you grouped together with the Group button.
Here is a video that will show you how to use the UnGroup Button https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yp8fSZ3qBKk
Duplicate – Duplicate makes an exact copy of an image. Think of it like using copy/paste all in one step.
Delete – This will delete an image. You can also use the delete key on your keyboard.
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For this next section we are going to talk about the different
buttons located in the lower right corner of the Design Space
screen. These features will all appear grayed out in Design Space
if they cannot be applied to the elements you have selected.
Slice – I like to think of slice like a cookie cutter. Slice allows you to cut one shape out of another. In
order to slice, you have to have two items selected. To do this you can click one and hold down the shift
key on your keyboard to select the second image.

Here is a video about Slice - https://youtu.be/GRQk5FbY0sk

Here are links to tutorials showing how I used Slice for specific projects.
https://www.shawnmosch.com/state-mandala-or-lace-images/
https://www.shawnmosch.com/larger-than-mat-project-donald-duck/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-QhburQe9k
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Weld – Weld will actually combine or fuse two images together. I like to use this one a lot for fonts,
since you can move the letters close enough to each other that they touch, and then weld them
together. Once they are all welded together they will cut out as one big word instead of individual
letters.

Here is a video about Weld - https://youtu.be/FvJR_QjZ3FU

Here is a link to a tutorial showing how I used Weld for a specific project.
https://www.shawnmosch.com/welding-letters-in-design-space/
Attach – Attach is similar to using group, as it keeps everything together in the spacing and arrangement
that you have it in the Design Space canvas. I like to use attach when I am making cards by typing up the
words for the inside of a card and then attaching it to the actual card shape. This is also how you would
attach a score line to a project you are creating.
Welding combines the images into one image, and Attach is more like you paper clipped two things
together.
Here is a video about Attach - https://youtu.be/pU9MzKEqwa0
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Flatten – The only time you need to use flatten is when you will be using the print and cut feature.
When you flatten an image, you can see that the black outline around it goes away. That is because the
black outline represents the cutting line, and since you will now be printing this image on your printer,
you have taken that cutting line away.

Here is a video about Flatten - https://youtu.be/EIVFNaNaADo
Here is a project tutorial that uses the Print then Cut feature
https://www.shawnmosch.com/print-then-cut-cricut-design-space/

You can also do Print then Cut Shirts
https://www.shawnmosch.com/print-then-cut-shirts/

If you would like a really detailed article showing the difference between a Print then Cut and a Cut only
project you can read this
https://www.shawnmosch.com/cut-or-print-then-cut-with-cricut-project-design-space/
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Contour – Contour allows you to turn on and off sections of an image so that you can isolate them or
remove them from the image completely.

Here is a video about Contour - https://youtu.be/XtmxexXIsvU

You can also use Contour when you upload a black and white coloring book style image to created
colored layers in the image. Using Contour, I changed the image on the left to the image on the right.

Here is a project tutorial to show you how to specifically do that.
https://www.shawnmosch.com/using-contour-in-cricut-design-space/
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Offset - Offset allows you to add a shadow, outline or offset to an image, text or shape.
The Offset feature is supported on systems running Windows 10 (64-bit only) and higher, and macOS
10.13 and higher. If you do not see the tool after updating Design Space, you may be running an
operating system version that is not supported for this feature.
If your operating system meets the requirement, make sure your Canvas Style is set to New. Select
menu > Settings > Canvas Style: New. The feature will not appear when using Classic Canvas .

I have a tutorial on Offset at https://www.shawnmosch.com/offset-in-cricut/ and a video at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7PqXhuLY4A
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Resources
Teach Me Cricut Design Space Facebook group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/822646061435132/
Shawn’s Website - https://shawnmosch.com/
Shawn's YouTube channel - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgdMsi7IV8GDn6WcZ8vDq5g
Cricut Website
Offest
Another way to make an Offset is to use Inkscape.
Before the Offset function was added to Design Space
this was the only way to add a true offset or shadow.
The video I watched to learn to do this is at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFROzJCpV6c
Inkscape is also a great program for creating svg files.

Fonts
Dafont.com is a great place to download free fonts. Once you download them you have to install them
on your computer. The directions for that can be found at https://www.dafont.com/faq.php

SVG files
I did a whole article just on SVG files. I explain what they are and how to use them, and I include a list of
places where you can find FREE SVG files.
https://www.shawnmosch.com/svg-files-cricut-design-space/
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Vinyl resources
Here are the places I have gotten vinyl from
MyCraftSource.com
Use code ShawnMosch for 5% off your order!
Expression Vinyl
Heat Transfer Warehouse
Use coupon code SHAWN5 for 5% off your order!
If you want to make sure you are getting the best price per square inch on your vinyl check out my
buyers guide at https://www.shawnmosch.com/vinyl-for-cricut/
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